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AmendmentsJj 


Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 2 line 5 with the following 
rewritten paragr aph: 
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the Specification: 


roed, 


AcconJin^ly. the present invention provides a valve plate assembly having a 
valves; each reed valve comprising a reed, a port which is opened and 
I, and damper means for mechanicany damping motion of the reed; 
comprising a tube which is attached to a valve plate, which extends 
suction gas chamber, which is in communication with the port: on a side 
from the reed, and which is of such a size that, In use of the valve 
the tube contains a column of fluid which is suffldent to provide 
medhanioal damping of the motion of the reed. 


plurality of reed 
closed by the 
the damper me^ 
vertically into a 
of the port remhte 
plate assembly, 
substantial 


Please f splace tti© two paragraphs at page 3 line 27 - page 4 line 9 with the 
following two rewritten paragraphs: 


The inl4 side is provided with a valve plate assembly 9. The valve plate 

r 

assembly 9 co npriaes a feed 11 and a port 13 which is provided in the valve plate 7 
and which is ? pened and closed by the reed 11. The valve plate assembly 9 also 
comprises dart per means 15 for the reed 11. 

The dan iper means 15 comprises a tube 17 which is attached to the valve plate 7 
and which exli nds vertically into a sucUon gas chamber as shown. The tube 17 is in 
communlcattor with the port 13 on a side 19 of the port 13 remote from the reed 11. 
The tube 17 ij of such a size that, in use of the valve plate assembly 9, the tube 17 
contains suffic ent fluid to provide substantial damping for the reed 1 1 . 
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